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Dear Editor: 

“The Road to... Rome" (NEW MUTANTS. 
#8) was a nice continuance of the DaCosta 
family storyline, but it was even better when 
viewed as a separate story. Starting with a 
simple game of hide-and-seek to hone the 
Powers of the kids was a nice touch. A 
change was sorely needed from the tense, 
foreboding atmosphere of the Danger 
Room, and this was the perfect idea. It also 
showed that, even though the New Mutants 
are technically on vacation, they must con- 
tinue their training in earnest. | especially 
liked the way you demonstrated, with Dani 
and Sam, that although the kids are gaining 
a lot of control over their mutant abilities, 
they still have an awful lot to leam. This 
gives one confidence, and still lets the kids 
stay on a level close to that of other children 
their age. 

The rest of the story went just as beautifully. 
| really like Mrs. DaCosta and her interest- 
ing career. It provides insight into Roberto's 
family life and his background. His Dad is 
not in the best favor with me right now, but | 
believe that this will change as time passes 
and | learn more about him. The Hellfire 
Club's inclusion was well done, as it is 
obvious that they would have an interest in 
this successful businessman whose son is 
also a mutant. This subplot should get more 
and more interesting in the issues to come. 

Another subplot that | really enjoyed was 
the revelations about Rahne Sinclair. This 
girl is my favorite among the New Mutants, 
and is very interesting indeed. With her 
ethnic upbringing and fear of her powers, 
she makes a fine choice for character 
analysis. And how strange it was to know 
that, although she would pour out her heart 
to Amara, whom she hardly knew and 
who could not understand her (or so she 
thought), she would say nothing of her 
feelings to the other kids or some of the 
adults. | would really like it if she could be- 
come close to Sam Guthrie, as they are 
very much alike. Not in a romantic sense, 
but rather as confidants. Stevie Hunter 
might also be useful in this vein. Please 
show us more about Rahne and the others 
and their relationships with each other. 

The New’ Mutants are leaming more 
about themselves, each other, and their 
world all the time. All of this is very enjoy- 
able, and makes for great reading. Please 
keep doing stories like this that make 
teenagers (like me) and everyone else so 
happy. 

Dustan Leary 
117 Emeline Place 
Morehead City, NC 28557 


We'll do our best, Dustan. Actually, 
when you think about it, the fact that 
Rahne would pour out her heart to a 
stranger — especially one she thought 
didn’t undertand a word she said — 
rather than her friends and / or teachers 
really Isn't so strange. Sometimes, 
people get rather shy and self-con- 
scious — embarrassed — speaking of 
such Intensely personal things; they 
wonder If, once they reveal this deep, 
inner part of themsetves, their friends 
might think less of them. The fewer 
friends you have to begin with, the 
greater the pain of losing any of them, 


and the less likely you become to take 
such risks. And yet, sometimes, certain 
things have to be said — certain feelings 
expressed — even if only to ourselves. 
Rahne wasn't really talking to Amara; 
the other girl was an excuse, a prompt, 
for Rahne to express aloud — and hope- 
fully begin to come to terms with — her 
own fears and hopes and dreams. Had 
she known Amara spoke English, she 
would never have said a word, and, fora 
time, she resented the fact that Amara 
kept her silence. To Rahne, that was a 
personal betrayal. Lately, however, she 
has begun opening up to the others — 
one such confidant being Sam Guthrie 
— and, hopefully, is somewhat happier 
and more comfortable with herself as a 
result. 


Dear Louise: 

| think Sebastian Shaw has bitten off 
more than-he can chew. And | don't mean 
the New Mutants, either (pifflel). 

No, no, | am referring to Nina DaCosta. 
She reminds me of my mother, which is to 
say nothing—not even Hellfire, irate 
Hovitos or Emmanuel DaCosta — gets in 
her way! Anyone with any sense at all just 
moves aside and stays there! 

As for Axe — well, | find myself snicker- 
ing impolitely at him. You're kiddin’, right? 

Ann Stratton 
123 South 18th Avenue #3 
Yuma, Arizona 85364 


We'll never tell, Ann. And we like Nina, 
tool! 


Dear Editor: 

As | read the NEW MUTANTS, | think 
back to when | was their age, and | cringe. 
Oh, the horrors of emerging adolescence! 
The worst of it is, | can't disagree with this. 
To have teenagers go thfough a charmed 
life is even more fartetched than some of 
your wildest villains. 

For me, Sam Guthrie is the typical ado- 
lescent: all arms and legs, and ears that 
would give Dumbo a run for his money. And 
his hair! Please let him grow it to a decent 
length. It just might give him a bit more self- 
confidence. Sam is also doing a heck of a 
lot better in the flying department, thank 
goodness. | was afraid you were going to 
play on his inability fo maneuver for a long, 
long time. 

It looks as if you're letting Dani mellow 
out a bit towards the Professor. That's okay, 
as long as you don't lose her pride and in- 
dependence. I'm also glad to see that she's 
improving her control over her powers. That 
increases her abilities a whole lot more, 
even though she is still far from the 
capabilities revealed when the Brood 
Queen tapped her mind. 

The New Mutants started out as just a 
training school for people who had just 
come into their powers, where they learned 
how to control them, while the X-Men 
Started out right away as a team of heroes 
fighting the bad guys. Could it be possible 
to keep the Idea of a training school for new 
mutants? Introduce new characters every 
once in a while to become students, 
perhaps another telepath or telekinetic, 
and there is still Gabrielle Haller's son from 


NM #1. Some could just enter the school 
only to learn how to control their powers, 
and then go back home to lead a normal 
life. I'm not advocating a continually changing 
roster, mind you, but | would like to see a 
school instead of a hideout for outlaw super 
heroes. 

Well, that does it for now, but don't worry, 
lll be writing back — so thanks for 
listening! 

Phyllis Weaver 
(no address) 


From the very beginning, Phyllis, the 
intention in NEW MUTANTS was to 
focus on the “school” aspect of Xavier's 
establishment. Since your letter, we've 
Introduced new mutants galore — both 
good and bad — ranging from Magma to 


‘Magik to Kitty’s friend, Doug Ramsey, to 


the Hellions. Next issue will introduce a 
new hero’and villain — Warlock and his 
Imperial Father — not to mention some- 
one who may be neither, or both, and 
whose arrival will rock the X-Men to 
their very core! Moreover, not all the 
characters currently extant will be stay- 
ing around. Some might fall in battle, 
but, this being a school, others might 
graduate. And one may very well, very 
soon, be in danger of flunking out. 
Growing up, as they say, is hard to do; 
unfortunately, It’s also inevitable. The 
Mutants — like their readers — have no 
choice but to cope as best they can. By 
the way, Sam likes his hair the way It is; 
he'd feel silly if it were longer. 


Hi guys! 

This has bothered me for quite a while. 
Where does Professor Xavier get the 
money to heat the house, buy food, and so 
forth? Also, in the NEW MUTANTS graphic 
novel, Sam Guthrie says that he has to 
work at the mine to get money for his 
mother and his brothers and sisters. Now 
that he is staying with Xavier, how is he 
going to get money for his family? 

Mary Lynn Kotash 
R.R. #2 
Barry's Bay, Ontario, Canada KOJ 1B0 


First, Mary Lynn, as regards power, 
the mansion is completely self-sufficient 
(see X-MEN #'s 162-167 & MARVEL UNI- 
VERSE #12 for detalls). Xavier's wealth 
derives from a number of sources, in- 
cluding Investments. All his students at- 
tend on full scholarships; In Sam's case, 
Xavier provides financial support for his 
family, to enable him to stay. 
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A TRAGIC MISTAKE ...! 

Well, maybe not really tragic, but, 
anyway — a few months ago | was 
talking about being down in Florida 
visiting Adventure international, 
where they make the best darn com- 
puter games in the whole wide world, 

| and | mentioned that a programmer 
named John Anderson made some 
favorable comments about our now- 
legendary Assistant Editors Month. 


It seems that the fellow | spoke to 
was in reality, Mc Mark S. Murley, 
who's a Documentation Manager for 
A.l. as well as a Marvel Comics fan 
for nearly twenty years! John is a 
very nice guy, don’t get me wrong — 
but it was’ Mark with whom | spoke 
about Agsistant Editors Month! Sorry 

juys! From now on, | promise to 
eep the names straight. 


WHICH BRINGS UP QUESTPROBE ... 

Have you seen the first issue of our 
Questprobe Limited Series? We're 
doing this series in conjunction with 
Adventure International, which, if you 
don't know, is a division of Scott 


our comics — which by the way, are 
hot stuff all by themseives. 

Whether you get along with com- 
puters or not, | think you'll like this 
series — especially since issue #1 


layouts of Mark Gruenwald. The 
story featuring the Hutk is by Bill 
Mantlo, and if this thing isn't a 
collectors’ item, I've never seen one. 


THREE TITLES KILLED! 

Yes, it’s true. lssue #34 of Ka-Zar, 
issue #38 of Moon Knight and issue 
#59 of The Micronauts will be the 
last of those series. Why? Because 
those three titles were Marvel's three 
Direct Market-only books, sold ex- 
clusively at comics specialty shops. 
They were made all-direct as an ex- 
periment to find out whether or not 
the Direct Market was strong enough 
to support titles all by itself. Turned 
out it is —all three titles sold very 
well — which is why we now publish 


TRANSFORMERS (Limited Series) 
#1 — It's a battle four million years 
in the making — and fought on the 
streets where we live! The combat- 
ants? Robots from the world Cyber- 
tron — who can change form at will 
to any machine they wish. And, as if 
you hadn't guessed already, that's 
why they're called . . . the Transformers! 
{t's action and adventure in the Mighty 
Marvel Tradition by BILL MANTLO, 
FRANK SPRINGER and KIM De- 


U INCREDIBLE HULK #298 
O AVENGERS #246 
O CONAN THE BARBARIAN #161 
#166 — Reprinting 
“The Menace of the Molten Man,” by 
STAN LEE and STEVE DITKO, from 


Amazi Spcciomn #28 
QO XMEN #1 


O ROM #57 
O POWER MAN/IRON FIST #108 
O TARZAN OF THE APES (Limited Series) 


a whole bunch of stuff like EPIC 
Comics, deluxe reprint specials, and 
Graphic Novels extlusively for that 
market. However, the experiment is 
over — we've found out what we 
want to know — so we're cancelling 
Ka-Zar, Moon Knight and The Micro- 
nauts. So much for them. They 
served their purpose. They blazed 
the trail for the likes of Dreadstar, 
Coyote and Void Indigo. Yep, no 
need for them anymore... not in 
their special experimental, Direct- 
Market only format anyway, which is 
why... 


TA-DAAA! ; 

The Micronauts, Moon Knight and 
Ka-Zar are being reborn! Restaged! 
Relaunched into the world, each in 
its own full-fledged all-new comics 
series, sold at newsstands and 
comics specialty shops in the time- 
tested traditional Marvel Comics for- 
mat, priced at 60¢! It's a new be- 
ginning for some truly outstanding 
and deserving characters. When? 
MICRONAUTS: THE NEW VOYAGES 
#1 goes on sale June 12th, and THE 
FIST OF KHONSHU #1 also debuts 
dune 12th. Ka-Zar will come along 
later. Watch for him. 

Those of you who didn't or couldn't 
follow these guys when they were 
all-direct, don’t worry. When | say it's 
a new beginning for them, | mean it. 
You'll be able to pick right up on 
these guys. Of course, if you want to 
check out what has gone before, 
your local comics specialty cealer 
(many of whom advertise in our 
comics) will cheerfully help you track 
down back issues! 

So there! 


THAT’S ALL... | 
Except to warn you that next | 
month I'll be announcing a nifty free. 
bee, yes, as in giveaway, courtesy of | 
us guys. What is it? How many? How 
if 


‘Stay tuned. 
And stay well, 


Jim Shooter 
Editor in Chief 


CO PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-MAN #93 

O STAR WARS #66 

0 ALPHA FLIGHT #13 

OC WHAT IF #46 — “What If Uncie Ben 
Had Lived?” Starring Spider-Man. 


MARVEL MAGAZINES 
(J SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN #102 
O MARVEL AGE #17 
EPIC COMICS 
CO ALIEN LEGION #2 
O DREADSTAR #11 


O COYOTE #6 
EVENTS 


SPECIAL’ j 

C HIGH ADVENTURE #1 — See type Box. 

IRON MAN TRADE PAPE! =- 
Reprinting Iron Man #120-128. 
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